Abstract: This research investigates the relationship among human knowledge, behavior, and risk
Introduction

29
Over the last few years, the chicken has increased in the public view in two prominent ways: 
93
Oregon chickens have been observed in fully contained hutch-style coops on apartment 94 terraces and under stairwells.
95
Other prominent places urban chickens can be found are in news articles, websites, blogs and
96
on Facebook groups, all focus on the bird's increasing neighborhood popularity and (see:
97
www.efowl.com, www.mypetchicken.com) [19] . These sites provide everything from basic 98 husbandry knowledge to chicken clothing and range in the quality of information. Rife with 99 cute chicken pictures and trendy chicken names, many of these sites promote the human-100 animal relationship in a pet context, but may lack the expertise needed to address chicken 101 health. And while the scientific literature is teeming with research on poultry health, 102 husbandry, and production, little can be found in with regard to the bird's increasing 103 presence in backyards in the US, especially with regard to related health risks.
104
The body of research addressing domestic poultry -specifically chickens -falls into four 
122
and chickens [32] [33] . This research points to the fact that concern exists in and around 
133
While the dominant conviction is that the age of agriculture brought about a host of benefits 
162
Today, the small-scale livestock husbandry that is practiced by a growing number of people 163 living in urban centers increases the social exposer to chickens and occasionally ducks, 
The Current Study
181
The goal of this research was to understand the types of knowledge and practices that are 
215
Rainbow, Betsy," "Yes, I let the children name them," and "I used to, but not any more," as 216 well as two "Other, please specify" selections.
217
Several questions assessed why participants kept flocks along with their meat and egg use. 
226
Participants were asked to categorize themselves into one of four husbandry knowledge 
264
These eight risk variables were coded dichotomously, with 1 indicating that the behavior was 265 risky, while 0 designated a non-risky behavior. 
294
The average number of years that participants had kept non-commercial chickens was 6.06 295 years, with a range of less than a year up to 38 years (SD = 6.34). Additionally, twenty-seven 
300
315
A third variable, length of time, measured in years, shows a non-significant but negative 316 relationship with composite risk score (r(82) = -.12, p <.227).
317
Analysis of variance showed no significant difference among self-reported chicken 
364
The gender and age representation of participants in this study are 81% female and a slight 
386
The second most dominant reason for keeping birds, after egg production, was enjoyment, 
471
Masters developed the foundational literature review used in the introduction and discussion.
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